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Bama soils occur on more than 360,000 acres in 26 counties mainly in the
western and central part of the state, paralleling major river systems. They formed
in thick deposits of loamy fluvial or marine sediments. Bama soils are well drained,
have desirable physical properties, and are on upland sites, making them well suited
to most agricultural and urban uses.

Bama soils are well suited to cultivated crops, pasture, hay, woodland, and
most urban uses. Since antebellum years, Bama soils have been used for cotton and
corn production in the Coastal Plain region of Alabama.
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Bama soils are in the soil order
"Ultisols". These are old, highly weathered
soils developed under woodland vegetation
They are generally low in natural fertility
("Typic Paleudults"). The term "fine-loamy"
indicates that the subsoil has between
18 and 3S percent clay with more than IS
percent sand. The term "siliceous" means
that the sand and silt-size particles in the
upper part of the subsoil are more than 9
percent silica minerals, which are resistant
to weathering. The term "subactive"
implies that the clay fraction is dominantly
low activity clay. "Thermic" refers to an
average annual soil temperature between
S9° and 72°F. Average annual precipitatio
where Bama soils are found in Alabama
ranges from S6 to 64 inches with an aver-
age annual temperature of 600 to 6S°F.
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